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§10.204 Right of appeal.

Any person directly affected by a de-
cision or action taken under this part,
by or on behalf of the Coast Guard,
may appeal therefrom in accordance
with subpart 1.03 of this chapter.

[CGD 88-033, 54 FR 50379, Dec. 6, 1989]

§10.205 Requirements for original li-
censes and certificates of registry.

(a) General. The applicant for an
original license or certificate of reg-
istry shall present satisfactory docu-
mentary evidence of eligibility in re-
spect to the requirements of this sec-
tion. Each applicant shall make writ-
ten application on a Coast Guard fur-
nished form and, unless exempted
under §10.112, submit the evaluation
fee set out in §10.109.

(b) Minimum age. The applicant shall
present satisfactory proof of age as pre-
scribed in §10.201(f). This evidence may
be any of the items submitted to estab-
lish citizenship.

(c) Citizenship. (1) The OCMI may re-
ject any evidence of citizenship that is
not believed to be authentic. Accept-
able evidence of citizenship may be an
original or certified copy of the follow-
ing:

(i) Birth certificate or birth registra-
tion.

(if) Certificate of naturalization
(original must be presented; photo-
copies are unlawful).

(iii) Baptismal certificate or parish
record recorded within one year after
birth.

(iv) Statement of a practicing physi-
cian certifying attendance at the birth
and who possesses a record showing the
date and location at which it occurred.

(v) State Department passport.

(vi) A merchant mariner’s document
issued by the Coast Guard which shows
the holder as a United States citizen.

(vii) Delayed certificate of birth is-
sued under a state seal in the absence
of any collateral facts indicating fraud
in its procurement.

(viii) Certificate of Citizenship issued
by the United States Immigration and
Naturalization Service.

(2) If none of the requirements set
forth in paragraphs (c)(1)(i) through
(c)(1)(viii) of this section can be met by
the applicant, the individual shall
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make a statement to that effect, and
may submit data of the following char-
acter for consideration:

(i) Report of the Census Bureau show-
ing the earliest available record of age
or birth. Request for such information
should be addressed to the Personal
Census Service Branch, Bureau of the
Census, Pittsburgh, KS 66762. In mak-
ing such request, the use of Form BC-
600, Application for Search of Census
Records, furnished by the Bureau is re-
quired.

(i) Affidavits of parents, relative, or
two or more responsible citizens of the
United States stating citizenship.

(iii) School records, immigration
records, or insurance policies.

(d) Physical examination. (1) All appli-
cants for an original license must pass
an examination given by a licensed
physician or a licensed physician as-
sistant and present to the OCMI a com-
pleted Coast Guard physical examina-
tion form, or the equivalent, executed
by the physician. This form must pro-
vide information on the applicant’s
acuity of vision, color sense, and gen-
eral physical condition. This examina-
tion must have been completed prior to
submission of the application and not
more than 12 months prior to issuance
of the license. (Physical examinations
are not required for staff officers.)

(2) For an original license as master,
mate, pilot, or operator, the applicant
must have vision correctable to at
least 20/40 in each eye and uncorrected
vision of at least 20/200 in each eye. The
color sense must be determined to be
satisfactory when tested by any of the
following methods, without the use of
color sensing lenses:

M Pseudoisochromatic Plates
(Dvorine, 2nd Edition; AOC; revised
edition or AOC-HRR; Ishihara 16-, 24-,
or 38-plate editions).

(ii) Eldridge—Green Color Perception
Lantern.

(iii) Farnsworth Lantern.

(iv) Keystone Orthoscope.

(v) Keystone Telebinocular.

(vi) SAMCTT (School of Aviation
Medicine Color Threshold Tester).

(vii) Titmus Optical Vision Tester.

(viii) Williams Lantern.

(3) For an original license as engi-
neer, radio officer, offshore installation
manager, barge supervisor or ballast
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control operator, the applicant must
have correctable vision of at least 20/50
in each eye and uncorrected vision of
at least 20/200 in each eye. Applicants
need only to have the ability to distin-
guish the colors red, green, blue and
yellow.

(4) Where an applicant does not pos-
sess the vision, hearing, or general
physical condition necessary, the
OCMII, after consultation with the ex-
amining physician or physician’s as-
sistant, may recommend a waiver to
the Commandant if extenuating cir-
cumstances warrant special consider-
ation. Applicants may submit to the
OCMI, additional correspondence,
records and reports in support of this
request. In this regard, recommenda-
tions from agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment operating government vessels,
as well as owners and operators of pri-
vate vessels, made in behalf of their
employees, will be given full consider-
ation. Waivers are not normally grant-
ed to an applicant whose corrected vi-
sion in the better eye is not at least 20/
40 for deck licenses or 20/50 for engineer
licenses.

(e) Experience or training. (1) All appli-
cants for original licenses and certifi-
cates of registry shall present to the
OCMI, letters, discharges, or other doc-
uments certifying the amount and
character of their experience and the
names, tonnage and horsepower of the
vessels on which acquired. The OCMI
must be satisfied as to the authenticity
and acceptability of all evidence of ex-
perience or training presented. Certifi-
cates of discharge are returned to the
applicant. The OCMI shall note on the
application that service represented by
these documents has been verified. All
other documentary evidence of service,
or authentic copies thereof, are filed
with the application. A license is not
considered as satisfactory evidence of
any qualifying experience.

(2) No original license or certificate
of registry may be issued to any natu-
ralized citizen on less experience in
any grade or capacity than would have
been required of a citizen of the United
States by birth.

(3) Experience and service acquired
on foreign vessels is creditable for es-
tablishing eligibility for an original li-
cense, subject to evaluation by the
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OCMI to determine that it is a fair and
reasonable equivalent to service ac-
quired on merchant vessels of the Unit-
ed States, with respect to grade, ton-
nage, horsepower, waters, and operat-
ing conditions. An applicant who has
obtained qualifying experience on for-
eign vessels shall submit satisfactory
documentary evidence of such service
(including any necessary translation
into English) in the forms prescribed
by paragraph (e)(1) of this section.

(4) No applicant for an original li-
cense who is a naturalized citizen, and
who has obtained experience on foreign
vessels, will be given an original li-
cense in a grade higher than that upon
which he or she has actually served
while acting under the authority of a
foreign license.

(f) Character check and references. (1)
Each applicant for an original license
shall submit written recommendations
concerning the applicant’s suitability
for duty from a master and two other
licensed officers of vessels on which the
applicant has served. For a license as
engineer or as pilot, at least one of the
recommendations must be from the
chief engineer or licensed pilot, respec-
tively, of a vessel on which the appli-
cant has served. For a license as engi-
neer where service was obtained on ves-
sels not carrying a licensed engineer
and for a license as operator of
uninspected towing vessels, the rec-
ommendations may be by recent ma-
rine employers with at least one rec-
ommendation from a master, operator,
or person in charge of a vessel upon
which the applicant has served. For a
license as offshore installation man-
ager, barge supervisor, or ballast con-
trol operator, at least one rec-
ommendation must be from an offshore
installation manager of a unit on
which the applicant has served. Where
an applicant qualifies for a license
through an approved training school,
one of the character references must be
an official of that school. For a license
for which no commercial experience
may be required, such as: Master or
mate 25-200 gross tons, operator of
uninspected passenger vessels, radio of-
ficer or certificate of registry, the ap-
plicant may have the written rec-
ommendations of three persons who
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have knowledge of the applicant’s suit-
ability for duty.

(2) The OCMI may review the crimi-
nal record check of each applicant for
an original license or certificate of reg-
istry according to the procedures set
forth in §10.201(h).

(3) A person may apply for an origi-
nal license, or license of a different
type, while on probation as a result of
administrative action under part 5 of
this chapter. The offense for which the
applicant was placed on probation will
be considered in determining his or her
fitness to hold the license applied for.
A license issued to an applicant on pro-
bation will be subject to the same pro-
bationary conditions as were imposed
against the applicant’s other license or
mariner’s document. An applicant may
not take an examination for a license
during any period when a suspension
without probation or a revocation is ef-
fective against the applicant’s cur-
rently held license or mariner’s docu-
ment, or while an appeal from these ac-
tions is pending.

(4) In the event a license or certifi-
cate of registry has already been issued
when information about the applicant’s
habits of life and character is brought
to the attention of the OCMI, if such
information warrants the belief that
the applicant cannot be entrusted with
the duties and responsibilities of the li-
cense or certificate of registry issued,
or if such information indicates that
the application for the license or cer-
tificate of registry was false or incom-
plete, the OCMI may notify the holder
in writing that the license or certifi-
cate of registry is considered null and
void, direct the holder to return it to
the OCMI, and advise the holder that,
upon return of the license or certificate
of registry, the appeal procedures of
§10.204 of this part apply.

(g) Firefighting certificate. Applicants
for the licenses in the following cat-
egories must present a certificate of
completion from a firefighting course
of instruction which has been approved
by the Commandant. The course must
meet both the basic and advanced sec-
tions of the International Maritime Or-
ganization’s (IMO) Resolution A.437
(XI) Training of Crews in Firefighting.
The course must have been completed
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within five years before the date of ap-
plication for the license requested.

(1) Master’s license for service on ves-
sels of 200 gross tons or less in ocean
service.

(2) All master or mate’s licenses for
over 200 gross tons.

(3) All operators of uninspected tow-
ing vessels, oceans (domestic trade).

(4) AIll licenses on mobile offshore
drilling units.

(5) All engineer’s licenses.

(h) First aid and cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation (CPR) course certificates. All
applicants for an original license or
certificate of registry, except as pro-
vided in §§10.429, 10.456, and 10.466 of
this part, must present to the OCMI:

(1) A certificate indicating comple-
tion of a first aid course within the
past 12 months from:

(i) The American National Red Cross
Standard First Aid and Emergency Care
or Multi-media Standard First Aid
course;

(if) A Coast Guard approved first aid
training course; or,

(iii) A course the OCMI determines
meets or exceeds the standards of the
American Red Cross courses; and,

(2) A currently valid certificate of
completion of a CPR course from:

(i) The American National Red Cross;

(ii) The American Heart Association;

(iii) A Coast Guard approved CPR
training course; or,

(iv) A course the OCMI determines
meets or exceeds the standards of the
American Red Cross or American Heart
Association courses.

(i) Professional Examination. (1) When
the OCMI finds the applicant’s experi-
ence and training to be satisfactory
and the applicant is eligible in all
other respects, the OCMI will authorize
the examination in accordance with
the following requirements:

(i) Any applicant for a deck or engi-
neer license limited to vessels not ex-
ceeding 500 gross tons, or a license lim-
ited to uninspected fishing-industry
vessels, may request an oral-assisted
examination in lieu of any written or
other textual examination. If there are
textual questions that the applicant
has difficulty reading and understand-
ing, the OCMI will offer the oral-as-
sisted examination. Each license based
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on an oral-assisted examination is lim-
ited to the specific route and type of
vessel upon which the applicant ob-
tained the majority of service.

(if) The general instructions for ad-
ministration of examinations and the
lists of subjects for all licenses appear
in Subpart | of this part. The OCMI
will place in the applicant’s file a
record indicating the subjects covered.

(2) When the license application of
any person has been approved, the ap-
plicant should take the required exam-
ination as soon as practicable. If the
applicant cannot be examined without
delay at the office where the applica-
tion is made, the applicant may re-
quest that the examination be given at
another office.

(3) The qualification requirements
for radar observer are contained in
§10.480.

(4) An examination is not required
for a license as radio officer or a cer-
tificate of registry.

() Chemical testing for dangerous
drugs. To obtain a license or certificate
of registry each applicant shall produce
evidence of having passed a chemical
test for dangerous drugs or of qualify-
ing for an exception from testing in
§16.220 of this subchapter. An applicant
who fails a chemical test for dangerous
drugs will not be issued a license or
certificate of registry.

(k) National Driver Register. Each ap-
plicant for an original license or cer-
tificate of registry shall consent to an
NDR check under §10.201(i).

[CGD 81-059 and CGD 81-059a, 52 FR 38623 and
38666, Oct. 16, 1987, as amended by CGD 81-
059, 54 FR 133, Jan. 4, 1989; CGD 81-059a, 55 FR
14799, Apr. 18, 1990; CGD 91-002, 58 FR 15238,
Mar. 19, 1993; CGD 91-223, 60 FR 4524, Jan. 23,
1995; CGD 91-212, 60 FR 65486, Dec. 19, 1995;
CGD 94-029, 61 FR 47063, Sept. 6, 1996]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 61 FR 47063,
Sept. 6, 1996, §10.205 was amended by revising
(i)(1), effective October 7, 1996. For the con-
venience of the reader, the superseded text is
set forth as follows:

§10.205 Requirements for original licenses
and certificates of registry.

* * * * *

(i) Professional Examination. (1) When an ap-
plicant’s experience and training are found
to be satisfactory and the applicant is eligi-
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ble in all other respects, the OCMI examines
the applicant, in writing except that, if the
license is said to be limited is to be limited
to uninspected fishing industry vessels, the
applicant may request an oral-assisted ex-
amination. The alternative of an oral-as-
sisted examination is also available to appli-
cants for deck or engineer licenses limited to
500 gross tons. If there is demonstrated dif-
ficulty in reading and understanding the
questions, the oral-assisted examination is
limited to the specific route and type of ves-
sel upon which the majority of experience
was obtained. The instructions for adminis-
tration of examinations and the lists of sub-
jects for all licenses are contained in subpart
I of this part. A record indicating the sub-
jects covered is placed in the applicant’s li-
cense file.

§10.207 Requirements for raise of

grade of license.

(a) General. Before any person is is-
sued a raise of grade of license, the ap-
plicant shall present satisfactory docu-
mentary evidence of eligibility. Each
applicant shall make written applica-
tion on a Coast Guard furnished form
and, unless exempted under §10.112,
submit the evaluation fee set out in
§10.109.

(b) Surrendering old license. Upon the
issuance of a new license for raise of
grade, the applicant shall surrender the
old license to the OCMI. If requested,
the old license is returned to the appli-
cant after cancellation.

(c) Age, experience, and training. (1)
Applicants for raise of grade of licenses
shall establish that they possess the
age, experience, and training qualifica-
tions necessary before they are entitled
to a raise of grade of license.

(2) Applicants for raise of grade of li-
cense shall present to the OCMI at a
Regional Examination Center, letters,
discharges, or other official documents
certifying to the amount and character
of their experience and the names of
the vessels on which acquired. Certifi-
cates of discharge are returned to the
applicant after review by the OCMI. All
other documentary evidence of service,
or copies thereof, are filed with the ap-
plication.

(3) Sea service acquired prior to the
issuance of the license held is generally
not accepted as any part of the service
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